
Table 33.  Graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in public doctorate-granting
institutions, by detailed field: 1993-2000

Field 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 312,319 312,994 308,761 304,186 298,884 295,751 300,418 304,513

..............Total, science and engineering fields 269,565 267,439 261,774 256,101 250,914 248,057 251,247 255,630

...............................................Sciences, total 191,155 191,302 189,437 186,489 182,640 180,656 182,350 182,884

...............................Physical sciences, total 24,425 23,858 23,285 22,495 21,661 21,579 21,529 21,532
.................................................Astronomy 579 591 556 525 471 509 511 542

..................................................Chemistry 13,838 13,660 13,601 13,400 13,085 13,051 12,955 12,905
......................................................Physics 9,743 9,286 8,838 8,298 7,850 7,677 7,681 7,701

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 265 321 290 272 255 342 382 384

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 11,785 11,860 11,958 11,593 11,039 10,820 10,714 10,656
...............................Atmospheric sciences 1,077 1,071 1,037 1,059 1,057 933 889 931

.............................................Geosciences 5,984 5,912 5,851 5,634 5,367 5,107 5,106 5,107
...........................................Oceanography 1,996 2,119 2,109 2,048 1,922 2,012 2,051 2,083

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 2,728 2,758 2,961 2,852 2,693 2,768 2,668 2,535

................................Mathematical sciences 13,766 13,430 12,564 12,257 11,277 10,842 10,705 10,637

.....................................Computer sciences 18,128 17,625 17,620 17,788 18,898 19,706 21,817 24,316

...................................Agricultural sciences 10,777 11,005 11,156 10,790 10,662 10,605 10,718 10,406

.............................Biological sciences, total 38,088 39,157 38,915 38,528 37,723 37,688 37,728 37,339
....................................................Anatomy 750 797 770 784 770 691 673 696

..............................................Biochemistry 3,670 3,873 3,856 3,693 3,580 3,597 3,561 3,496
......................................................Biology 8,097 8,056 7,757 8,049 8,142 7,835 7,812 7,559

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 1,728 1,732 1,724 1,777 1,734 2,165 2,216 2,198
.................................................Biophysics 426 415 472 459 419 417 416 443

.......................................................Botany 2,566 2,621 2,466 2,364 2,253 2,183 2,112 2,075
................................................Cell biology 2,087 2,278 2,381 2,414 2,380 2,535 2,670 2,831

.....................................................Ecology 1,162 1,314 1,406 1,399 1,381 1,431 1,439 1,465
...........................Entomology/parasitology 1,186 1,193 1,179 1,171 1,101 1,109 1,087 1,055

....................................................Genetics 1,147 1,083 1,077 1,119 1,144 1,075 1,099 1,045
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 3,530 3,564 3,502 3,395 3,313 3,256 3,215 3,201

.....................................................Nutrition 3,312 3,474 3,607 3,534 3,410 3,370 3,384 3,212
..................................................Pathology 982 1,046 1,023 1,026 1,010 1,008 982 944

...........................................Pharmacology 1,871 1,979 1,872 1,797 1,750 1,810 1,820 2,022
.................................................Physiology 1,559 1,521 1,548 1,439 1,373 1,341 1,305 1,167

.....................................................Zoology 1,976 1,951 1,914 1,780 1,598 1,558 1,496 1,442
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 2,039 2,260 2,361 2,328 2,365 2,307 2,441 2,488

..................................................Psychology 20,759 20,747 20,763 20,015 20,538 20,139 19,357 18,800

...................................Social sciences, total 53,427 53,620 53,176 53,023 50,842 49,277 49,782 49,198
..............................Agricultural economics 2,265 2,136 2,182 2,024 1,968 1,925 1,946 2,016

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 5,210 5,395 5,328 5,396 5,172 5,150 5,262 5,289
................Economics (except agricultural) 8,147 8,044 7,779 7,396 6,800 6,435 6,459 6,527

................................................Geography 3,464 3,573 3,581 3,554 3,518 3,499 3,459 3,272
.................................................Linguistics 2,112 2,077 2,046 1,973 1,953 1,876 1,834 1,761

.........................................Political science 18,304 17,560 17,229 16,562 15,518 14,787 15,181 15,059
...................................................Sociology 6,241 6,255 6,265 6,228 6,141 5,929 5,740 5,641

.............................Sociology/anthropology 652 694 652 669 709 693 616 610
...............................Social sciences, n.e.c. 7,032 7,886 8,114 9,221 9,063 8,983 9,285 9,023

..........................................Engineering, total 78,410 76,137 72,337 69,612 68,274 67,401 68,897 72,746
...............................Aerospace engineering 3,102 2,872 2,549 2,399 2,310 2,295 2,308 2,350
..............................Agricultural engineering 970 1,006 981 959 893 880 888 845
...............................Biomedical engineering 1,601 1,601 1,620 1,671 1,824 1,842 1,991 2,046

.................................Chemical engineering 5,499 5,569 5,409 5,327 5,165 5,049 4,843 5,089
..........................................Civil engineering 13,737 13,867 13,535 13,190 12,436 11,918 12,060 12,473

..................................Electrical engineering 21,759 20,768 19,443 18,374 19,075 19,080 19,945 21,989
....................................Engineering science 1,419 1,359 1,287 1,246 1,117 1,063 1,102 986

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 9,178 9,184 8,552 8,053 7,482 7,384 7,681 8,351
..............................Mechanical engineering 13,059 12,648 11,845 11,329 10,889 10,856 10,970 11,553

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 3,659 3,604 3,406 3,273 3,226 3,173 3,053 3,110
....................................Nuclear engineering 1,094 1,062 975 826 751 715 716 672

......................................Engineering, n.e.c. 3,333 2,597 2,735 2,965 3,106 3,146 3,340 3,282

...........................................Total, health fields 42,754 45,555 46,987 48,085 47,970 47,694 49,171 48,883
.................................................Clinical fields 1,510 1,675 1,630 1,751 1,805 1,774 1,908 2,111

.............................................Dental sciences 935 1,006 1,000 1,080 1,170 1,204 1,199 1,213
..........................................................Nursing 16,556 18,359 18,954 18,192 17,782 16,586 16,609 15,616

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 2,343 2,330 2,255 2,311 2,163 2,115 2,570 2,839
........Preventive medicine/community health 6,535 6,627 7,024 6,877 6,599 7,073 7,241 6,831

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 6,502 6,861 6,988 7,470 7,573 7,457 7,778 7,982
.......................................Veterinary sciences 849 854 921 945 1,172 1,235 1,267 1,322

.........................................Other health fields 7,524 7,843 8,215 9,459 9,706 10,250 10,599 10,969

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in 
Science and Engineering 


